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ABSTRACT 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) initiative by United Nations (UN) is one 

of the efforts aimed at reducing poverty globally by the year 2015. Poverty has been a 

serious challenge to government, particularly in Nigeria even before the declaration 

of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the World leaders in 2000 at New York. 

The purpose of this research is to assess the Impact of Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) on poverty reduction in Gombe State. The research used secondary sources 

of data for analysis and findings. Stakeholders that are relevant to the subject matter 

of study are consulted from different categories for in-depth interview. The data 

obtained were presented empirically and analyzed. The work discovered that there 

were series of efforts in terms of programmes and policies to eradicate poverty in the 

country, particularly in Gombe State, especially from 2001 to date but, they failed to 

achieve their targets that explains why Nigeria is finding it difficult to extricate itself 

from phenomenon of poverty and achieve the target of MDGs by 2015 and 2020. The 

study recommend among others that, the policy designers should integrate the locals 

or the beneficiaries in the process of designing the Programme so as to enable for the 

contribution of the selected target with their inputs on how to go about the Programme 

in future. This will help in warding up suspicion and negative perception of a hidden 

agenda in the local community and it will also enable for the beneficiaries to build 

their own capacity in their own indigenous way instead of the universal approach 

which may not work in our local communities. 

Keywords: Poverty Reduction, Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Gombe 

State, Assessment. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The prevailing predicament of poverty has remained a nagging crisis of 

underdevelopment among Third World Nations, especially African States since 

independence. Africa has remained the poorest continent on earth despite the 

concerns shown by various International, National Government, Non-governmental 

Organizations, Multinational Corporations, individuals etc. in eradicating or reducing 

the level of poverty, (Atagher, 2008).  

Poverty has been a serious challenge to government, particularly in Nigeria even 

before the declaration of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the World 

leaders in 2000 at New York. In effect, it includes lack and deprivation of the basic 

necessities of life such as food, clothing, shelter, good healthcare, employment, 

affordable education, Bradshaw, (2006). Poverty humiliates and dehumanizes its 

victims as Arogundade, et al., (2011). Affirms that ‘Poverty limits the growth and 

development of a nation because it affects performance, productivity and prevents 

people from contributing effectively to economic growth because of lack of skill and 

motivations. Due to the prevalence of poverty in our society, government and people 

in authority have always strived to ensure that adequate poverty reduction 

programmes and policies are put in place to see that poverty if not eradicated in the 

society, or is reduced to a minimal level,  The reduction of poverty is one of the most 

difficult tasks facing many countries in the developing world (including Nigeria) 

where the majority of the population is considered poor’.  

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) initiative by United Nations (UN) is one 

of the efforts aimed at reducing poverty globally by the year 2015. According to the 

UNDP (2010) report, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) represents the 

world’s commitments to deal with global poverty in its many dimensions. Oladimeji 

et al., (2012) observed that MDGs represent a new attempt to increase the effectiveness 

of development assistance in reducing poverty with a time bound targets and strong 

commitment to monitor progress. They pointed out that in order to achieve these 

laudable MDGs objectives, it is imperative to address the need for water, sanitation, 

health care, schools, employment and poverty crises especially among the less 

developed economies.  

Despite all the success and effort recorded by the MDGs the poorest and most 

vulnerable people are being left behind and rural poverty in Gombe state still persist 

and despite several attempts by successive government to ameliorate the scourge, 

poverty still remains significant at 33.1% in Africa’s biggest economy Eze (2009; 447) 

explains that the level of poverty is geometrically increasing. Poverty is deep and 

persuasive, with about 70 percent of the population living in absolute poverty Soludo 

et al (2003). 
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In Gombe state in particular, Ki-Moon (2013). In World Bank report shows that about 

81.6% of the population are living below the poverty line. The incense of poverty is 

much higher in the rural areas than in the urban areas in Gombe state. In Gombe, the 

poor are unable to obtain adequate income, stable job, property, maintain healthy 

living conditions etc. though poverty manifest itself in many aspects, it is more 

obvious in the economic and social aspect in Gombe state. An examination of the 

economic condition shows that the quality of life of the people in Gombe State has 

suffered considerable low per capital income which stood at #115 in the year 1990 and 

had decline to #60 in the year 2000. At a social dimension the problems of poverty 

within the indigenes of various local government of the state today are hunger, divorce, 

mental illness, drug abuse, unemployment, unwanted pregnancies and abortion, 

political thugs (Kalare), violence and so on. These social problems are not unconnected 

with the fact that majority of the population is living with poverty to rescue the 

affected people from such pitiable state. 

Poverty reduction in Gombe state remained one of the most daunting challenges 

facing the state today and it has continually remained at its lowest ebb because of the 

approaches, methods, or techniques employed in reducing poverty in spites of the 

concerted efforts made by the government. Poverty level in Gombe state is high, the 

shown above that about 81.6% of the population are living below the poverty line and 

the incense of poverty is much higher in the rural areas than in the urban areas in 

Gombe state. In Gombe, as mentioned earlier the poor are unable to obtain adequate 

income, stable job, property, maintain healthy living conditions etc. though poverty 

manifest itself in many aspects, it is more obvious in the economic and social aspect, 

Gombe state is one of the backward states in the Northeast geopolitical zone of Nigeria 

where there is inadequate infrastructural development, especially in the rural areas 

where majority of the people are poor.  

The paradox between MDG and poverty reduction in Gombe State, especially in Akko, 

Billiri and Gombe LGAs has triggered the question as to why there still exists high 

incidence of poverty in the state in spite of the MDG‟s effort. This premise thus has 

necessitated an assessment of the Impact of Millennium Development Goals on 

poverty reduction in Gombe State. 

The general objective of the study is to assess the impact of MDGs on poverty 

reduction in Gombe state. The specific objectives are;  

1. To examine the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) Program on poverty Reduction in Akko, Billiri 

and Gombe local Government Area of Gombe State.  

2. To assess the level of success of the MDGs wealth creation Program on poverty 

Reduction in Akko, Billiri and Gombe local Government Area of Gombe State.  
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3. To identify and examine the impact of MDGs Vocational Training Program on 

poverty Reduction in Akko, Billiri and Gombe local Government Area of Gombe 

State. 

4. To proffer pragmatic solution to challenges faced towards poverty reduction in 

Gombe state. 

METHODOLOGY AND STUDY AREA 

The paper used a qualitative method of data collection and analysis in which 

secondary sources were used such as books, journals, newspaper sources and internet 

sources. The data obtained were presented using thematic analytical interpretations 

where the existing data were discussed using the current findings and the theoretical 

application of the adopted theory in the work.  The Study area is located between 

latitudes 90 30’ and 120 30’ North and Longitude 80 45’ and 110 450 East. It shares 

boundary with Bauchi State to the West and Taraba State to the extreme South West 

while Adamawa State lies to the South. It also has source frontiers with Borno State to 

the East and Yobe State to the North. Gombe State lies at the centre of the North-East 

Geo-political Zone of Nigeria. It is also well linked by truck ‘A’ roads about 150Km 

from Bauchi, 225Km from Yola, 280Km from Jalingo, 250Km from Potiskum, and 310 

Km from Maiduguri to the East. 

Gombe, the State capital is along the Port-Harcourt-Maiduguri railway line. The 

Gongola river allows for some level of navigation at the peak of the raining season. 

This is most significant at the North of the Dadin-kowa Dam. The relative location of 

the study area (Gombe State) is shown in Figure 1.1, (map of Gombe State, extracted 

from map of Nigeria) showing Gombe State with eleven (11) Local Government Areas.  

Gombe State has an estimated population of 2.8 million people NPC, (2006) made up 

of different people with many languages. The prominent ones being the Fulanis, 

Hausa Tangale, Tera, Bolawa, Kanuri, Wurkun, Waja, Jukun, Jara, Pero, Tula, 

Chamawa, Lunguda, Dadiya, Kamo, Awak, Kanuri, etc. The people are mainly 

subsistent farmers and livestock rearers. The bank of the river Gongola provides 

opportunity for dry season irrigation farming which is gaining more ground among 

the people in recent years.  Gombe State is strategically position in the centre of the 

North-East sub-region. As a result, a significant number of the people are into trade 

and commerce. Although some people are into the civil service, a great number of 

them combine their profession with arable farming as well. The people are hospitable, 

while the emirates and chiefdoms have rich cultural heritage which include colourful 

traditional festivals, dances, music and costumes. Below is the geographical map of 

Nigeria showing the location of Gombe State among the thirty-six States in the country 

including the federal capital territory state Abuja”. 
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Figure 1. Map of Nigeria Showing Location of Gombe State. 

(Source: Google Pictures 2019) 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Evaluation Theory  

This study adopts the Evaluation Theory, propounded by Edward Suchman in 1967 

as it theoretical framework. Evaluation is a systematic method for collecting, analyzing, 

and using information to answer questions about projects, policies and programs 

particularly about their impacts, effectiveness and efficiency or a study designed and 

conducted to assist some audience to assess a merit and worth.  The theory was first 

used by Edward Suchman in Columbia to evaluate public health programmes in 1967. 

Suchman considered that evaluation must be approached with the logic of scientific 

method. His work and writings during the 1960s, however, emphasized the need to 

assess programmes in relation to their practical setting. He suggested specific criteria 

for assessing programme success in relation to design, implementation and impacts. 

The earliest recognizably modern form of evaluation theorist’s dates back to Shadish, 

Cook and Laviton (1991). The justification for the use of the theory hinged on the fact 

that it can explain the Programme implementation, performance efficiency and impact 

of the Programme. Thus, it is found fit to explain MDGs Programme.  

The elements of the Suchmans evaluation theory include:  

1. Design: Deals with how the policy is been structured in pursuit of the set goal.  
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2. Performance Efficiency: This refers to the degree of accomplishment of the 

tasks that make up individual’s or organization’s job. It is a reflection of how 

an individual or organization is fulfilling the requirement of the tasks.  

3. Implementation: this refers to the translation of policy Programme or design 

into concrete reality.  

4. Impact of the Policy Programme: It measures the results of efforts rather than 

the effort itself.  

RELEVANCE OF EVALUATION THEORY TO THE STUDY 

The relevance of evaluation theory to this study will be viewed from the fact that the 

implementation of MDG (reduction of extreme poverty and hunger) begins with the 

design as the first element of this theory where policy for the pursuit of reduction of 

extreme poverty and hunger is structured, and strategies to achieve this objective were 

designed and spelt out. In order to execute this design, performance efficiency as the 

second element of the theory is very paramount, where individuals (in this case, Akko, 

Gombe, and Billiri LGA) or organization (MDGs staff in Gombe State) need to be 

committed to the efficient performance in the fulfillment of the requirement of the 

tasks that is, the task of the reduction of extreme poverty and hunger in Gombe State. 

Implementation is the third element of this theory which implies the translation of 

strategies set for achievement of MDGs Goals into concrete action. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

In this section, some relevant literature on the subject matter of study are critically 

reviewed which include The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): A Global View, 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in Nigeria, Trends of poverty in Nigeria, The 

empirical studies on MDGS and poverty reduction. 

THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGS): A GLOBAL VIEW 

The MDGs were introduced and agreed on at the united nation millennium summit in 

September 2000 with nearly 190 countries, including Nigeria as signatories to the 

agreement. the MDGs were introduced as of a wider attempt to encourage the 

international community to stop talking about making a difference in developing 

world and join forces to start doing something about it. Alongside the goals a series of 

18 targets were also drawn up to give the international community a number of 

tangible improvements to aim for within a fixed period of time, and also make it easier 

for them to progress to date. The intention is that almost all of these targets will be 

achieved by 2015 (DFID, 2007). 



Qualitative and Quantitative Research Review, Vol 4, Issue 3, 2019.  
ISSN No: 2462-1978  

eISSN No: 2462-2117 
 

146 
 

The focal point of Government in any society is to spearhead development in the social, 

cultural, economic and political level. In ensuring this, physical necessities and basic 

rights such as shelter, food, clothing, equality, employment and freedom must be 

made accessible to the citizenry. It is on this premise, that the UN hosted 189 heads of 

states to a millennium summit in addressing inimical challenges to development 

(Igbuzor, 2006). 

After World War II, countries leaned to constructs, concepts or ideologies that speak 

towards development. Thus, as the world was entering into a new millennium, the 

United Nations welcomed the MDGs as a developmental key in improving human 

well-being all over the world. The global aura of MDGs which got a mixed reaction 

from commentators has however indicted significant progress globally on the goals. 

According to UN reports, despite the uneven achievements and shortfalls in many 

areas, the MDGs has saved millions of lives and improved conditions for many others 

(MDG Report, 2015). 

According to Ki-Moon (2013). In World Bank report shows despite the uneven 

achievements and shortfalls in many areas, the MDGs has saved millions of lives and 

improved conditions for many others. The report shows, the number of people who 

survives on less than $1.25 a day has been reduced from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836 

million in 2015; the number of undernourished people also fell by half in 2015. In the 

area of education, Primary school enrolment rate in developing nations rose to 91% in 

2015 from 83% in 2000; the global under five mortality rates has declined by more than 

half, dropping from 90 to 43 deaths per 1000 live births. The fight against malaria 

witnessed huge improvement, for instance, more than 900 million insecticide treated 

mosquito nets were delivered to malaria endemic countries between 2000 and 2014. 

With regards to accessible water, about 2.6 billion have gained access to improved 

drinking water. There has also been an indirect flow between drinking water target 

and sanitation. Globally, 147 nations have met the drinking water target, 95 countries 

have met the sanitation target while 77 countries have met both. 

The MDGs were relatively successful in Sub-Saharan Africa. Aribigbola (2009) believe 

that the performance could have been better. Many countries in Sub Saharan Africa 

were able to record accelerated progress. For example, in Rwanda poverty reduced 

drastically from 78% to 44.9% in 2003 with the help of MDGs induced policies. 

Countries like Benin, Togo, Tanzania and Sao-Tome made considerable change in the 

area of education. Similarly, Nigeria recorded improved performance in its MDG 

Goals. 
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MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGS) IN NIGERIA 

Nigeria was among the 189 countries that adopted the MDGs in year 2000. The 

Programme was part of the government plan to reduce poverty and uphold 

sustainable development. The MDGs however commenced in 2005, after the 

cancellation of the debt relief. The cancellation of the debt enabled the government to 

save US$1 billion annually and this led to the increase and target of pro-poor 

interventions such as YES, You Win, Conditional Cash Transfer, Conditional Grant 

Scheme, etc. (Igbuzor, 2013 and MDGs Report 2015). MDGs project in Nigeria have 

gulped about N1.4 trillion between 2006 and 2010 (Igbuzor; 2013). Prodding further, 

an analysis of the 2012 budget shows that a total of more than 3 trillion was spent on 

MDGs (Igbuzor, 2013). 

Explicit resource commitments have been made to achieve the MDGs. According to 

MDGs report (2015).   In 2003, the Government of Nigeria approved a poverty 

reduction strategy, the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 

(NEEDS), based partly on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). To prioritize 

its spending in line with the Goals, Medium Term sector Strategies (MTSS) were 

developed to guide the preparation and implementation of the Medium-Term 

Expenditure Framework (MTEF), with 57 percent of total capital spending earmarked 

for the MDGs related sectors. A prudential committee on the MDGs was set up in 2005, 

with membership comprising of the Federal and State governments, the Legislature, 

Civil Society organizations and the Private sector and development partners. The 

review of NEEDS must led to the elaboration of a new strategy. NEEDS is more closely 

aligned to achievement of the MDGs. NEEDS is being aligned with the Seven-Point 

Agenda that is the focus of the new administration, which is largely in line with the 

MDGs to form the country’s National Development Agenda. This is expected to be the 

first medium term plan to implement the Vision 2020.  

Following the debt relief extended to Nigeria in 2005, a Virtual Poverty Fund was 

established to ensure that monies released from the debt relief would be channeled 

towards initiatives to reduce poverty. Since 2006, on an annual basis, about US$1 

billion has been allocated to support progress in health, education, water and 

sanitation, environment, energy, housing, women’s rights, HIV/AIDS, social safety 

nets (including microcredit scheme and conditional cash transfer), the conditional 

grant scheme to state governments and for the provision of rural infrastructure. This 

fund facilitated the establishment of monitoring framework for tracking its 

expenditure and evaluating its impact. Through the involvement of the Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs), this monitoring framework has been used to track the 

performance of the activities implemented under the Debt Relief Gains (DRG) 

(Igbuzor, 2006). 
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An MDG awareness campaign was carried out in 2005 with participation from a broad 

spectrum of society including school children, out-of-school youth, and grass-roots 

women. It also included training for the media to encourage reporting to bring the 

Goals to public attention and show the connection between the MDGs and the daily 

life of the people. This campaign increased awareness of the Goals and underlined the 

survey of MDGs awareness was also undertaken in 2006. At the national level, MDGs 

needs assessment has been undertaken in eight sectors – agriculture, energy, 

environment, housing, roads, water, health and education. Efforts to garner support 

for the states and local governments and being introduced with funding being 

provided from the national level for “MDGs quick wins” projects. The MDGs report, 

not less than 14 states have initiated the process of domesticating MDGs reporting. 

Significant progress has been made in education (MDGs 2 and 3, relating to universal 

primary education and gender equality). Net enrolment rates show considerable 

improvement as a result of the government’s implementation of the Universal Basic 

Education Programme (UBEP), a 145, 000 teachers were retrained and 40, 000 new 

teachers recruited through the Virtual Poverty Fund (Igbuzor, 2006). 

On Goals 7 and 8 on environment and global partnership for development respectively, 

initiatives that merit special mention are the agreement on Zero Tolerance on Gas 

Flares by 2008 and the cancellation of Nigeria’s international debt, freeing up an 

additional $1billion a year for poverty reduction. At the Africa regional launch of 

fighting climate change: Human solidarity in a divided world, President Umaru Musa 

Yar’Adua appealed for world leaders to address climate change as a matter of urgency 

to avert a global climate disaster. He explained that developing countries are paying a 

high toll for the actions of rich nations and called on developed countries to drastically 

cut emissions and exceed the report’s recommendations. “While the report is 

advocating a reduction by 30% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 from advanced countries, the 

30% must be reached before 2015 if they really want Africa to reach the MDGs.” 

President Yar’Adua said that Nigeria, as the host of the regional launch, would take a 

leading role on climate change in Africa and that his government would not tolerate 

gas flaring in the Delta beyond 2008. UNDP, H. (2007/2008). 

TRENDS ANALYSIS OF POVERTY IN NIGERIA 

Since independence, Nigerian government has introduced several programmes that 

have poverty reduction as its main thrust. Despite these programs, poverty has been 

on increase number in the country. Statistical data from the Federal Office of Statistics 

(2012) indicates that in 1960, poverty covered about 15% of the population of Nigeria 

and by 1980 it grew to 28%. In 1985, the rate of poverty rose to about 46% and then 

dropped to 43% by 1992. In 1996 poverty incidence in Nigeria was estimated to be 

about 66% in a total population of about 110 million. As reported by UNDP (2010), 

between 1980 and 1996, the percentage of the core poor rose from 6.2% to 29.3% and 
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declined to 22.0% in 2004. In the same vein, the Federal Office of Statistics (2012) 

reported that between 1996 to 2004, about 68.7 million people were living in poverty, 

then the incidence of poverty between 2004 and 2010 was 69% and from 2010 to 2013, 

70% of the populations were poor, the united nation report UNDP (2018) however 

recorded that about 86 million Nigerians are in extreme poverty, even with the 

introduction of Millennium Development Goals, the rate of poverty is increasing 

instead of decreasing. There are also differences in the trends of poverty across the 

geopolitical zones, since then poverty level has been on the increase despite the 

commitment of the government. The tables below show the trends of poverty in 

Nigeria:  

Table 1.  Trends of poverty in Nigeria 

 

 

YEAR 

 

POVERTY 

INCIDENCE 

% 

 

ESTIMATED 

POPULATION 

(Millions) 

 

POPULATION 

IN POVERTY 

(Millions) 

1980 27.2% 65.0 17.10 

1985 46.3% 75.0 34.70 

1998 42.7% 91.5 39.20 

1996 65.6% 102.3 67.10 

2004 54.4% 126.3 68.70 

2010 69.o% 163.0 12.47 

2018 50% 180.0 86.90 

 

It is frightening that Nigeria with such a dismal outlook as presented above, may not 

qualify immensely to embrace the imperatives of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) which one of its main thrust and number 1 objective is poverty eradication.  

EMPIRICAL STUDIES ON MDGS AND POVERTY REDUCTION 

A lot of studies have been conducted and literatures reviewed explaining the 

relationship between the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and poverty 

reduction. Aribigbola (2009) as cited in Oladimeji (2012) studied the institutional 

constraints to achieving the MDGs in Africa, using the example of Akure Millennium 

City and Ikaram/Ibaram Millennium Villages both in Ondo states, and observed that 

although both the Millennium City and Millennium Village projects have taken off as 

programmed, the effect of the Programme has not been widespread especially in 

Akure, though the effect of the Programme seems visible in the Millennium Village. 

He discovered that the problems which the programmes are designed to solve are still 

widespread and lack of adequate conceptualization of the project militates against full 

implementation of the project. He identified lack of conceptualization and 
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understanding by both the implementers and the beneficiary (people at the grass root), 

over politicization by the government, lack of interest on the part of grass-root would-

be beneficiary/community and inadequate funding and capacity underutilization as 

the major problems militating against the success of the project. He recommended 

collective participation that would carry the community along in project design, and 

implementation as crucial to the achievement of MDGs cum-complete removal of civil 

service bureaucracy.  

For example, a study by Awolala and Akingbade (2010) on Success Stories on 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); Alleviating Poverty in Ikaram and 

Pampaida Millennium Village Nigeria, data were collected and analyzed descriptively 

using ratios, average and percentages. The paper establishes that simple intervention 

can have huge impact on the attainment of MDGs and eradicate poverty, and that 

appropriate institutional policy implementation should be put in place to ensure that 

interventions in the aspects of resources and distribution directly reach the intended 

beneficiaries and target groups.  

Also in the study of Abur et al (2013) on the MDGs and Poverty Reduction in Nigeria, 

the study was based on content analyses of the effect of eradicating poverty via the 

instrumentality of MDGs and the study concluded that government at all levels 

(federal, state and local government) must come up with genuine poverty reduction 

Programme if the challenges of poverty must be overcome.  

Shawulu, Adebayo and Binbol (2008) carried out an empirical study on Appraisal of 

the National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) in Jalingo Local Government 

Area of Taraba State, Nigeria. By applying the student t-test to survey data obtained 

from 100 respondents, they concluded that beneficiaries‟ income after the intervention 

was significantly higher than what it was before the intervention. For instance, the 

mean monthly income of Mandatory Attachment Programme (MAP) of the 

beneficiaries rose from N8, 790 before NAPEP intervention to N17, 0 010 thereafter.  

In the same vein, Alese (2013) researched on Women and Poverty Alleviation 

Programmes in Nigeria: the NAPEP Approach. The study adopted descriptive survey, 

stratified and simple random sampling techniques and concluded that poverty 

reduction programmes no doubt, enhanced and complemented the socio-economic 

status of the individual thereby making positive impact on the society at large. 

However, this study focuses on the assessment of the Impact of Millennium 

Development Goal on poverty reduction in Akko, Gombe and Billiri Local 

Government Area of Gombe State. Between the periods of 2013 to 2018. More precisely, 

the work will determine the extent to which MDG has reduced poverty through 

Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) Programme, Wealth Creation Programme, and 
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Vocational Training in Akko, Gombe and Billiri Local Government Area of Gombe 

State.  

FINDINGS 

The major findings from the previous works studied in this work, the current work 

and the theoretical framework, it is discovered that: 

1. The MDGs were designed and introduced by the UN based on the desires and 

initiation of the developed world without an adequate consultation with the 

affected states or the beneficiaries which are the developing countries; 

2. The introduction of the MDGs by the UN and its support by world powers 

revealed that neocolonialism is still existing and countries like Nigeria are 

dominantly being manipulated and remote-controlled by the powerful states 

globally; 

3. Nigeria failed to utilize the goals and targets of MDGs within the periods 

despite the various financial, technical and logistic support from the 

economically rich countries; 

4. MDGs succeeded in some aspects such as reducing the rate of maternal 

mortality and infant mortality, environmental safety while it did not record 

any serious impact in terms of poverty and eradication of diseases as well as 

gender promotion and 

5. Nigeria must introduce serious macroeconomic policies to lift the populace 

from the current socioeconomic malaise of underdevelopment in line with the 

target of MDGs towards SDGs.  

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS 

The research has practical implications for policymakers, analysts, researchers and 

public in Gombe State and Nigeria at large. The implication to the policymakers is the 

fact identified from the findings that the programme failed in poverty eradication and 

suggestions were made below in recommendations for an alternative towards 

eradicating poverty in Nigeria. If the measures are put into practice by the government, 

a more practical and pragmatic approach will ensure that more than half of those 

affected by the poverty incidence are lifted out of it within a short period of a time.  

The work has practical implication for analysts in the sense that it will provide them 

with scientific tools and statistics for making of reference and factual analysis of the 

situation of Nigerian poverty on ground. The work also has practical implication for 

researchers who are interested in further research on the subject matter of study 

investigated. The research provides an avenue for scholars to expand in future on the 

topic studied particularly with reference to Gombe State where no such works exist 
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presently. The research has practical implications on the public specifically those that 

fall within the category of absolute poverty who can understand their situation clearly, 

perceive the failure of the programme targeted at them and device other means of 

complementing the government efforts by utilising available opportunities to them 

instead of waiting for the policy-makers to provide solution to their predicament. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

The work concludes that underdevelopment is an alarming social phenomenon which 

should be tackled in order to prevent the outbreak of law and order. Because of the 

menacing rate, the MDGs in 2001 came up with some designed programmes to help 

the developing countries fight some serious developmental problems including 

poverty which is one of the most disturbing social indicators. It is concluded that the 

MDGs did not fulfill its mission of achieving its goals globally, and in Nigeria by the 

year 2015 as expected because of many factors. The challenges that impede the MDGs 

from achieving their target include corruption, political intervention, environmental 

issues, attitude of the beneficiaries and the policymakers and perception of the public 

who always view what the Western world and its institutions is presenting to our 

communities with suspicion and hostilities as a result of their past records of 

unpleasant relationship with the natives 

It can be deduced from the research conducted here that poverty increase in the whole 

of Nigeria and Gombe state. This is because the rate of poverty incidence keeps 

shooting up despite many attempts by Nigerian government to curb it. The MDG was 

introduced in 2001 to eradicate poverty objectively by the year 2015. After six years of 

experimentation, the country emerged as 26 poorest country of the World, as against 

36 before 2001. This clearly shows that, the policy failed to impact positively on the 

targeted population. The poor became poorer because of poor economic policies which 

tantamount to unemployment, unbearable, inflation rate, high cost of production, 

insecurity, declining standard of education etc. all these disclosed that, the poverty 

eradication programme strategy adopted is not ideal for Nigeria. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The research recommends the following if poverty is to be eradicated sincerely and 

promptly in Gombe State and Nigeria at large: 

1. The policy designers should integrate the locals or the beneficiaries in the 

process of designing the Programme so as to enable for the contribution of the 

selected target with their inputs on how to go about the Programme in future. 

This will help in warding up suspicion and negative perception of a hidden 

agenda in the local community and it will also enable for the beneficiaries to 
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build their own capacity in their own indigenous way instead of the universal 

approach which may not work in our local communities. 

2. The population section identified to be poor should be given a through 

supervision to ensure that they attend training regularly for skill acquisition:  

3. In any poverty eradication policy in Gombe State, judicious use of revenue 

accrued to the state is necessary vis-à-vis the population especially the section 

identified as poor;  

4. For a sincere poverty eradication policy to be on ground, the agencies 

responsible for data collection should be given a free hand to identify the 

beneficiaries;  

5. In order to curb the menace of rising poverty figures in Gombe State, there is 

need for serious tackling of other issues that are related to poverty or poverty 

indicators;  

6. There is need for the government to borrow from other poverty eradication 

scheme obtainable in other developing countries particularly, which proved to 

be vibrant in reducing deprivation and dependency problems and Nigeria at 

large should borrow Brazilian Bolsa Familia which is Conditional Cash 

Transfer and  

7. The government also needs to improve people’s income by embarking on 

serious macro-economic policies that can affect the whole population. There is 

need to create many jobs, facilitate industrialization, mechanized agriculture, 

increase the value of currency, promote export of local products, reduce 

inflation and local company tax etc to boost and improve economic activities 

that will improve people’s income.  
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